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Shanghai Xuhui Latest

Hello Kitty on display

The first floor of Touch Super 
Brand Mall (699 Zhongshan 
Nan Er Lu) in Xuhui district 
has several Hello Kitty instal-
lations on display dressed in 
a variety of costumes. Each 
group of Hello Kitty figurines 
is accompanied by 3D painted 
scenes on the floor and walls, 
allowing visitors to have their 
photo taken with the instal-
lations “on location.” The 
exhibition will close on Feb-
ruary 23, 2014. No admission 
fee required.

New major transit hub 

A new underground traffic 
hub for three subway lines and 
buses will be built in Xuhui 
District next year, allowing 
riders to transfer more easily 
between Metro lines 3, 4 and 
9. The hub near the Yishan 
Road Station of the three sub-
way lines will be completed 
by 2016, avoiding long hikes 
through tunnels to change be-
tween the lines. Meanwhile, 
all bus lines in the area that 
are scattered among the Metro 
stations will be stationed at 
the entrances and exits of the 
underground hub for more 
convenient transit.

Former observatory 
open to the public

The former site of Xujiahui 
Observatory will be open to 
visitors free of charge. Open-
ing hours are 10:00-10:30 
a.m. and 2:00-2:30 p.m., with 
visits needing to be reserved 
ahead of time by making an 
appointment through the Xu-
jiahui Visitor Center (near the 
Xujiahui Catholic Church at 
166 Puxi Lu) or dialing 021-
54259260. There is a limit of 
30 visitors for each tour and 
reservations must be made at 
least one day in advance.  

Xuhui District now has an 
official WeChat account. 
Scan the QR code below 
t o  f o l l o w  u s  f o r  t h e 
latest in local news and 
information.

Guan Xin

On the night of De-
cember 31st, striking 
the bronze bell at 
Longhua  Temple 

has become an event that many 
gather to witness. People strike 
the bell on the last day of each 
year to wish for good fortune, 
prosperity and happiness in the 
coming year. 

A big party with fireworks 
is  planned at  the famous, 
1,000-year-old Buddhist temple 
starting at 10 p.m. at Longhua 
Temple in Xuhui District. It in-
cludes a welcoming ceremony, 
traditional music concert, lion 
and dragon dances, and riddle-
guessing. On the temple square a 
20-meter-long inscription by the 
abbot is posted on a wall for the 
visitors to sign and take pictures.

Over 108 guests will strike the 
big bell during the countdown to 
midnight, from one to 108, the 
108th strike at 12 a.m. and being 
the most auspicious and expen-
sive, and the first also regarded 

as lucky, and consequently, quite 
costly.

From midnight to 2 a.m., the 
public can ring bells. Admission 
is RMB 200, with an addition-
al RMB 318 must be coughed 
up to strike the bell once after 
midnight.

The event begins around 10 
p.m. when the abbot delivers a 
speech to welcome visitors and 
express his hope for a peaceful 
new year. Then 108 lucky bell-
strikers line up and the abbot 
guides each. Tolling begins as 
the monks begin chanting and the 
resonant sound is said to drive 
evil away. With each striking 
of the bell, fireworks are set off 
and the night is filled with color, 
light and cheers.

The number 108 is the sum of 
12 months, 24 solar terms and 
72 pentads, or five-day periods 
in the Chinese Lunar Calendar. 
Also according to Buddhist 
tradition, ringing the bell108 
times is able to banish the 108 
kinds of trouble that people must 

experience in life. Ringing the 
bell helps people on their way to 
enlightenment.

More than 100,000 visitors at-
tend every year and the ceremony 
is a major tourist attraction. 

The Buddhist temple and 
108-countdown is also an op-
portunity for those who want to 
show off their wealth and sta-
tus. VIP tickets cost over RMB 
2,000 to take part in the 108 
rings. Bells will be rung first by 
the official leaders every year. 
The admission revenue will be 
used to help finance the temple’s 
operations and some is donated 
to charity.

Bell tolling began more than 
20 years ago at Longhua Temple, 
which also features a magnificent 
pagoda and ceremonial halls. 
The temple, which has been re-
built many times, is the biggest 
and oldest Buddhist temple in 
the city.

The temple was first built dur-
ing the Wu Kingdom in the Three 
Kingdoms Period (AD 220-280) 

and reached its height of pros-
perity during the Tang Dynasty 
(AD 618-907).

The temple is also the reposi-
tory for Buddhist scriptures, 
seals, statues and artwork from 
the Tang Dynasty, Five Dy-
nasties (AD 907-979), Ming 
Dynasty (1368-1644) and Qing 
Dynasty (1644-1911). If you 
want to drive your own demons 
away, then you’d better pay the 
tolling toll soon, there is bound 
to be competition.

For whom the bell tolls

The annual Paulaner Christmas Market was held for the seventh time from December 6th to the 8th at their Fenyang Lu 
location, with around 60 stalls set up in the garden of an old French mansion. Christmas decoration, Christmas cards, jam, 
chocolates, cookies and candies were all on sale, offering a wide range of gift choices. The highlights included waffles (25 
RMB each), cups of glühwein (45 RMB) and baked potatoes. This three-day European-style market is hugely popular with 
expats and locals of all ages, and for good reason. The tickets were 25 RMB per person and can be used as a voucher to buy 
food provided by Paulaner themselves. Grace, marketing staff from the German restaurant said, “We hope it can gradually 
become a festive brand in Shanghai. It’d be great to come here with family to eat and have some fun.”

—  Guan Xin and Lei Ming


