
To whom it may concern,

Xuhui News was f irstly published on August 29th, thanks to the government’s need for publicity in a foreign language, and since then it has been presented to 

you readers on the last Monday of every month. As of this issue, over 29 issues have been created in a joint effort between people from a variety of cultures and 

careers. However, Xuhui News will be suspended indefinitely according to challenging f inancial conditions and internal reform.

As a community English newspaper aiming to serve expats in this district, as well as locals who craved quality local news and how-to, lifestyle, and technology 

articles according to Native English standards, we have reported and witnessed many wonderful stories. Our communities are f illed with wonderful people and 

unique perspectives that we would not have had an opportunity to learn about had it not been for this newspaper, and we sincerely hope that they continue to be told.

Many thanks to Cindy Savage and Charlie Cooper, who made sure our language is up to snuff and have just the right amount of cheesy puns in the titles, not 

to mention Lei Ming, our colleague who volunteered to shoot the photos that help tell the stories; Su Yanxian, Feature/Supplement Editor at Shanghai Daily who 

introduced us to editing an English newspaper; Graphic Designers Zhu Yue and Ni Yebing, who would like to spend their time in the details; column writers 

Owen Bell, Stefanie Vallee, and Ji Orloff, who generously shared with us their own stories and experiences in Shanghai. And of course Charlie, who presented a 

number of popular guides focused on improving your life in Shanghai, whose name was recently recognized in a company e-mail by a colleague who made use of 

his  “Building a PC in China” guide and wanted to say thanks.” And for all the interviewees, readers and colleagues that helped us continue as long as we did; we 

sincerely appreciate your kindness and advice for the newspaper. All the words told will not be forgotten, and all we learned will be practiced in the coming future.

A sincere thanks to all of you who took the time to read our newspaper.

Happy New Year,

Editor of Xuhui News
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To believe or not to believe?
Ji Orloff

Back in the fall of 2008 
when my family was 
new to Shanghai, we 
were thrilled to find a 

small bookstore on Shanxi Nan 
Lu one day that had two whole 
shelves of English books. All 
the books were sold at a bargain 
price according to their weight. 
We bought as many as we could 
possibly hold. That’s how I came 
across the book, The Tipping 
Point, by Malcolm Gladwell. The 
book is easy to read and is about 
how ideas, messages, and behav-
iors spread and inf luence us.

It is a well-researched book. 
The author shared many stories 
and I was deeply impacted by one 
in particular. It goes like this. 
A group of researchers went to 
an elementary school at the be-
ginning of the school year and 
conducted tests all day on the 
children in one classroom. At the 
end of the day the researchers 
had a meeting with the classroom 
teacher and told her that Sam, 
Sarah and Simon are gifted chil-
dren. However, the teacher is not 
supposed to treat them any dif-
ferently; no additional attention 
should be given to them and no 
extra homework should be as-
signed to them. 

The researchers even set up a 
tracking system to ensure these 
three children were being treated 
just like the rest of the children. 
Months and months went by 
and Sam, Sarah and Simon’s 

performances had been going up, 
up and up. When the school year 
ended, all three of them scored 
way above the classroom aver-
age. You might say, “of course, 
they are gifted!” The truth is that 
these three were blindly picked 
by the researchers and they are 
not “gifted” at all. 

Then what has happened to 
them? How can they outperform 
their peers if they are just ordi-
nary? The trigger is the teacher. 
Only the teacher knows that those 
three are “gif ted.” Although 
the teacher couldn’t possibly 
do anything special with them, 
she believed in their talent. This 
belief is an incredibly power-
ful message. It is carried out in 
the teacher’s voice, the way she 
had eye contact with them, the 
way she interacted with them. 
Three children were constantly 
reminded by these positive mes-
sages that they received from 
their teacher that they were 
“special” and “talented” and at 
the end of the school year their 
performance matched this belief. 
That is the power of belief.  

As a Montessori teacher and 
a mother of two, I asked my-
self, “Do I truly believe in my 
student, Calvin, who is a 5-year-
old and doesn’t seem to have 
the ability to sit properly at the 
reading circle for more than 2 
seconds? Did I show any signs 
of disappointment when my 
daughter was challenged with 
her math homework? Was I pa-
tient when I had to present the 

lesson the 3rd time to another 
student, Cindy?” I was horrified 
by my own answers. However, 
the example in the book I had 
read empowered me. It became a 
constant reminder of how impor-
tant it is to believe and respect 
each child’s capability, no matter 
how impossible this might seem 
at the moment. Throughout the 
years of teaching that followed 
I have witnessed some amazing 
growth in my students and in my 
children.   

One boy came to my classroom 
at the age of 3 — let’s call him 
David. David has an adorable 
round face with two big ex-
pressive eyes. Like many other 
3-year-olds, he loves dinosaurs. 
He reads about them, plays with 
them, and draws them. David 
wants to tell you everything he 
knows about dinosaurs whenever 
you pass him. Does David sound 
like a nice little boy? Yes, but 
there is another side to David! 
David is known in the whole 
school for his other quality — 
hyperactivity. It is impossible for 
him to sit at the reading circle. 
95% of the time he lives in the 
Jurassic period, acting out as a 
T-Rex himself and fighting with 
imaginary dinosaurs. 

Unfortunately, the game al-
ways ends up with him hitting 
another child. David is a high 
maintenance child , as some 
teachers would call him. At the 
end of the year when the school 
distr ibuted the older children 
from toddler classes to primary 

classes, the administrator was 
very grateful that I was willing to 
take David under my care in my 
classroom. Two months into the 
school year I had a conference 
with David’s mother. David’s 
family expected him to enroll 
at their prefer red elementary 
school when he reaches 6 years 
old, a particularly competitive 
school in Shanghai. The accep-
tance rate was 1 out of 7 that 
year. The adjective “impossible” 
came to my mind when David’s 
mother mentioned her expecta-
tions. Shocked by own reaction, 
I told myself, “Wait a minute, he 
is only 3! Anything is possible! I 
need to have faith in all my stu-
dents, including David.” 

David spent the next two years 
in my classroom. It wasn’t a 
smooth ride by any means, but 
day-by-day David was making 
progress. David spent one more 
year at our school with another 
Montessori teacher after I moved 
to an administration position. 
Last Fall David entered the 
elementary school that his par-
ents had hoped for. What meant 
more for me is that David has 
transformed into a new child; a 
happy, sociable, polite and help-
ful child.  He is well-prepared 
for the new chapter of his life no 
matter where he goes.

I am glad that the book, The 
Tipping Point, opened my eyes.  
I believe, for children, the sky is 
the limit!  
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